


























PHE MYSTERY OF RECONCILIATION IN THE HISTORY OF SALVATION

I'he Father has shown forth his mercy by reconciling the world to himself in Christ and by
making peace for all things on earth and in heaven by the blood of Christ on the cross. ‘The Son
of God made man lived among men in order to free them from the slavery of sin2 and to call
them out of darkness into his wonderful light.3 He therefore began his work on carth by
preaching repentance and saying: ‘Tum away from sin and believe the good news’ (Mark 1:15).
T'his invitation to repentance, which had often been sounded by the prophets, prepared the hearts
ol men for the coming of the Kingdom of God through the voice of John the Baptist who came
“preaching a baptism of repentance for the (orgivencss of sins® (Mark | :4).

lesus, however, not only exhorted men to repentance so that they should abandon their sins and
turn wholeheartedly to the Lord, but he also welcomed sinners and reconciled them with the
IFather. Morcover, by healing the sick he signified his power to forgive sin. Finally, he himscll
died for our sins and rose again for our justification. Therefore, on the night he was betrayed and
began his saving passion, he instituted the sacrifice of the new covenant in his blood for the
lorgiveness of sins.9 Afier his resurrection he sent the Holy Spirit upon the apostles, empowering

them to forgive or retain sins and sending them forth to all peoplcs to preach repentance and the
lorgiveness of sins in his name.

I'his victory is first brought to light in baptism where our fallen nature is crucified with Christ so
that the body of sin may be destroyed and we may no longer be slaves (o sin, but rise with Christ
and live for God. For this reason the Church proclaims its faith in ‘the one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins™. In the sacrifice of the Mass the passion of Christ is made present: his body
given for us and his bloodshed for the forgiveness of sins are offered to God again by the Church
lor the salvation of the world. In the Eucharist Christ is present and is offercd as *(he sacrifice
which has made our peace’ with God and in order that ‘we may be brought together in unity™ 15
by his lloly Spirit. Furthermore our Savior Jesus Christ, when he gave to his apostles and their
successor's power to forgive sins, instituted in his Church the sacrament of penance. Thus the
Iaithful who [all into sin after baptism may be reconciled with God and renewed in grace. The
Church *possesses both water and (ears: the water of baptism, the tears of penance’.

1L 11 RECONCILIATION OFF PENITENTS IN THE CHURCITS LIFE

‘I he Church is Holy but always in need of Purification

Christ *loved the Church and gave himself up for her to make her holy™ (Ephesians 5:25-20). and
he united the Church to himself as his bride.18 He filled her with his divine gifis, because she is
his body and fullness. and through her he spreads truth and grace to all.

‘I'he members of the Church, however, are exposed to temptation and unfortunatcly ofien fall into
sin. As a result, ‘while Christ, “holy, innocent, and unstained” (Hebrews 7 :26), did not know sin
(2Corinthians 5 :21) but came only to atone for the sins of the people (sce Hebrews 2: 17), the

Church. which includes within itself sinners and is at the same time holy and always in need of
purification, constantly pursues repentance and rencwal’

Penance in the Church’s Life and Liturgy
I'he people of God accomplishes and perfects this continual repentance in many dilferent ways.
It shares in the sulferings of Christ21 by enduring its own difficulties, carries out works ol merey
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