


FIRST READING —  I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul. 

(Is 61:10) 

PSALM —  My soul rejoices in my God. (Is 61:10b)  

SECOND READING —  May the God of peace make you perfectly holy and may you 

entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. (1 Thes 5:23) 

GOSPEL —  “I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom you do not 

recognize, the one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy 

to untie.” (Jn 1:23) 

Q 	 	 	W  
The time is always right, to do what is right.”-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.       

SUNDAY ’ S 	 READ INGS  

MONDAY: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-2  

TUESDAY: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25  

WEDNESDAY: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38  

THURSDAY: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-4  

FRIDAY: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Lk 1:46-56  

SATURDAY: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/Lk 1:57-66  

READINGS 	 FOR 	THE 	WEEK  

SAINTS	AND	SPECIAL	OBSERVANCES 
 

SUNDAY – DECEMBER 17TH 
3rd	Sunday	of	Advent	 

 

8:00am - Jaime Ballesteros † 

9:30am - For the people of   

   Visitation Parish  

11:00am - Richard Topete † 
 

MONDAY - DECEMBER 18TH 
	 

8:00am - Francesco Borgese † 
 

TUESDAY - DECEMBER 19TH 
		 

8:00am - Uncle Michael Blasco † 
 

WEDNESDAY- DECEMBER 20TH 
	 

8:00am - Tony Sales † 
 

THURSDAY - DECEMBER 21ST 
St.	Peter	Canisius,	Priest	and	Doctor	of	the	

Church	 

8:00am - Sylvia Patino 
 

FRIDAY - DECEMBER 22ND 
		 

8:00am - Pat Rotolo †  
 

SATURDAY - DECEMBER 23RD 
St.	John	of	Kanty,	Priest		 

		 

5:00pm - Adele Nico † 

 
To request a Mass intention  

please call the Rectory 310-216-1145 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS: email them to the 

following vizprayerrequests@gmail.com If 
you would like to join in praying for the 

requests received, please send an email to 
the prayer request email address.  
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P 	L  
 

“[When parenting ] Don’t let your ego come ahead of truth or justice; when 
you’ve done wrong or gone too far, apologize.” -Jim Stenson, Compass  

ONLINE GIVING:  
Thank you for your Donations! 

P A R I S H  RE G I ST R A T I O N :  
Are  you  l ook i ng  fo r  a  f a i th  commun i ty  to  ca l l  home?  V i s i t  ou r  webs i t e  to  

reg i s t e r  as  a  pa r i sh ioner .   



PARISH POST                                         December 17, 2023 
 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 

A few weeks ago, I mentioned in my homily that a group of young adults requested permission to shoot a short video in our 

parish church for a Eucharistic Revival film festival.  Well, the video was completed, submitted, and ended up winning 3rd 

place in the festival.  Congratulations to the writer and director, Mr. Alan Hewitt, and his team for their impressive work 

(see photo)!  Please check out and share their video ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGcVMvifQX8) 
 

Hosting this project at Visitation (with proper Archdiocesan permissions) was a reminder to me that God calls all of us to be 

saints and the majority of us he calls to remain in the world so as to sanctify it from within.  That’s what these young men 

and women are doing.  They are lay Catholics (i.e., non-clergy), serious film professionals, and the majority of their work has 

no direct Catholic connection.  Sure, this film festival was an exception as they used their professional expertise to create a 

powerful video about faith and the Eucharist.  But in general, their faith comes through more subtly as they work to make 

quality movies in which truth, goodness, and beauty shine through to move the mind and heart to God. 
 

It brings me joy to know that there are good Catholics trying to bring the light of the Gospel to Hollywood by putting into 

practice the teaching of the Second Vatican Council on the laity: 
 

But the laity, by their very vocation, seek the kingdom of God by engaging in temporal affairs and by ordering them 

according to the plan of God. They live in the world, that is, in each and in all of the secular professions and occupations. 

They live in the ordinary circumstances of family and social life, from which the very web of their existence is woven. 

They are called there by God that by exercising their proper function and led by the spirit of the Gospel they may work for 

the sanctification of the world from within as a leaven. In this way they may make Christ known to others, especially by 

the testimony of a life resplendent in faith, hope and charity (Lumen Gentium, par. 31).     
 

May this Advent Season be a time for all of us - especially the lay faithful - to act as “leaven” in the world.  Remember, it 

only takes a little of leaven to make the dough rise.  Never forget your personal holiness, whatever your profession might 

be, does much to lift up a world in need of God’s merciful love!   

 

Peace, 
 

Fr. Matt 

 

Don’t Forget: 

Christmas Masses: Please note that the 4th Sunday of Advent falls on Dec. 23/24.  We will have the normal Sunday Mass 

schedule.  Christmas Masses begin the evening of Dec. 24.  Since people have been asking, I thought I’d clarify:  Christmas is 

a Holy Day of Obligation and going to the Mass on the 4th Sunday of Advent does not fulfill that obligation.  Please plan to 

attend Masses for the 4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas.  Blessings!     
 

Vis for St. Margaret’s: Thank you to Kathy McGrath and all who worked together on the Candlelit Concert for St. Margaret’s 

Center.  It was a beautiful evening with lots of Christmas cheer!  
 

Looking for a good contemporary Christmas song?  Check out one of my new favorites! Josh Turner - “King Size Manger.” 

 

DAILY BRIEF FOR ADVENT  
 

The Daily Brief is a series of daily meditations during Advent based on the day's readings and read by our very own Visitation priest. 
Throughout all of Advent, we invite you to take 5-6 minutes of your day to listen and reflect. Watch in full screen, or even close your 
eyes. The meditations will be available under the Resources tab on the church website. 
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WE	SHARE	YOUR	GRIEF	
DURING	THIS	HOLIDAY	
SEASON  

 

“Please check the Visitation website under 
Resources/Bereavement for a list of 
Grieving, Cancer, Hospice and Palliative 
Care note titles. These are very helpful 
and powerful small articles. Please contact 
Candy Blankenship at 310-338-9043 or  
blank8840@gmail.com and she will mail 
them to you at no charge.”  Such titles 
include Getting Through the Holidays 
When You've Lost a Loved One, Ten Ways 
to Honor a Deceased One at Christmas, 
Overcoming the Blues at Christmastime, 
Your First Christmas After a Loved One 
Dies, Giving New Life to Your Christmas 
Celebration, Rediscovering the Many Gifts 
of Christmas, and  many, 
many more. 

S 	 	C 	 	V 	A 	  
 

DID YOU KNOW?  KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE IN HOLIDAY CROWDS  
 

This Christmas, your family will likely be in a crowd or two — at school functions, 
visiting Santa at the mall, Christmas Eve Mass. According to the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children, over 400,000 children go missing every 
year in the US. Crowds are a perfect opportunity for a perpetrator to take 
advantage of chaos and distraction. Before you head out into the holiday 
frenzy, talk to your children about some ground rules: Stay together and 
communicate about where you are headed if you change directions or plans. 
Consider the “two big steps” rule, which tells your child not to be more than 
two steps away from you at all times. That way, you can easily keep eyes on 
each other. For more tips, visit nationwidechildrens.org.  

 

Thank you for your continued Support 
and Generosity to Visitation Church!  

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the 

gift of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who promised to stay with us always, 

until the end of the age. Reawaken our 

wonder at His presence in the Most Holy 

Eucharist. May our hearts burn within us 

as He opens the Scriptures and breaks the 

bread. Give us the eyes of faith to recog-

nize His presence in our brothers and 

sisters, especially in the face of the poor 

and the suffering. Nourished by the Eu-

charist, send us forth to walk faithfully as 

missionary disciples, proclaiming the Gos-

pel to every heart and extending Your 

kingdom to every land. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord.  /Amen. 

FUNERAL	ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Visitation Parish Community extends its sympathy and prayers to the family and 
friends of  

 

¨Anna Zavala who went home to the Lord on November 16, 2023. She 
was 71 years old. Memorial Mass will take place Monday, December 18th 
at 10:00AM at Visitation.  
 

¨Andrew Jusko who went home to the Lord on November 19, 2023. He 
was 91 years old. Memorial Mass will take place Saturday, December 23rd 
at 10:30AM at Visitation.  

 

Please pray for their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed.  

Monthly November 
2023 Update 
Visitation Church Goal: 
$590,000 
Pledged: $901,430.00 

                           Total Paid: $214,753.32 

“It is not how much you give, but how much 

love you put into giving.” - St. Theresa of 

Calcutta 
 
To pledge/ donate please go to: 
https://calledtorenew.org/parishes/visitation 
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THIRD ADVENT CANDLE/SUNDAY: JOY – “GAUDETE SUNDAY” 
 

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’” (Luke 2:10-12)  

 

The third candle of Advent symbolizes Joy. As we 

continue to approach Christmas Day, our joy grows 

more and more. The third candle takes us back to the 

joyful anticipation of the shepherds who journeyed 

to see Jesus in Bethlehem, even before the wise men. 

On this third Sunday of Advent, which the Church 

calls “Gaudete Sunday,” meaning rejoice or praise, we 

light the third candle and rejoice like the shepherds. 

For this reason, the third candle of Advent is called 

the “Shepherd’s Candle,” and its color is pink, the liturgical color for joy.  
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